17'E) is the second largest state (3,42,274km 2 ) of the country. The Aravalli is the principal and dominant mountain range running diagonally across the state from Delhi in the northeast extending southwest to the plains of Gujarat for a length of about 692km. A considerably large portion of the state to the west of the Aravalli is desert (rainfall of 100-400mm). The region east of the Aravalli is relatively fertile. The Aravalli Hills of northeastern, southwestern and southern Rajasthan are covered with deciduous forest, which turn lush green during monsoon. Mt. Abu however, has semievergreen forest owing to its towering height and high rainfall.
Due to variable habitats and climate, Rajasthan had rich mammalian fauna before independence. The increasing biotic interference after independence has not only reduced mammalian fauna, but even a change in the distribution ranges have been noticed. Hence, in this paper the present status of mammalian diversity in Rajasthan has been discussed. Faunistic surveys made by earlier workers in Rajasthan were consulted (Bates et al., 1994a,b,c; Divyabhanusingh, 1986; Joshi, 1984; Prakash, 1994 Prakash, , 1995 Rahmani, 1991; Rana, 1991; Rice, 1991; Sankaran, 1992; Sankhala, 1979; Saxena, 1975; Singh & Sharma, 1985; Singh, 1985; Tehsin, 1980 Tehsin, , 1987 Tripathi et al., 1985; Wada, 1984) . The two national parks and most of the wildlife sanctuaries as well as rural and tribal pockets of Rajasthan were visited to collect latest information on wild mammals. Their census records were procured from the Rajasthan State Forest Department, Jaipur (Anonymous, 2001) . On the basis of their occurrence, the wild mammals are classified into five categories viz., common, rare, recently reported, locally extinct and probable future invaders. Scientific names and common names are after Nameer (1998).
In the post independence era, the principal factors adversely affecting wildlife in the state are population explosion (330%; based on 1951and 1998 census, Source: census reports of 1951 and 1998) and increase in urbanisation and industrialization (510%; based on 1975 and 1998 data; Gupta, 1987; Anonymous, 1999a) . Additional land required for all these anthropogenic activities has resulted in shrinking forest cover of the state (66%; based on forest cover of 1993 and 1999; Anonymous, 1999a,b) . The rise in domestic animal populations (59%; based on livestock data of 1962 and 1997; Anonymous, 1964 Anonymous, , 1999a ) is also a threat to wildlife, as they often share same habitats for grazing. The present status of wild mammals of Rajasthan has been discussed below in detail.
Common mammals
Majority of the commonly occurring mammals in Rajasthan are found in protected areas (Table 1) . Macaca mulatta occurs in eastern and southeastern Rajasthan (Wada, 1984; Tehsin, 1950; Sankaran, 1992) . Rodents are distributed throughout the state except for Hystrix indica which is declining fast because of its use as food during festivals by tribals and nomads. Striped Palm Squirrel (Funambulus pennanti) and Lepus nigricollis are found all through Rajasthan, whereas Large Flying Squirrel is confined to the Sitamata Sanctuary, Chittoragarh (Tehsin, 1980) . Gazella is mainly concentrated in the Thar Desert near Bishnoi villages. Sus scrofa once found all over Rajasthan now occurs only in the protected areas. It is known to raid the agricultural fields in the vicinity of protected areas. Earlier, the state rulers protected boars because they were favorite game animals, but recently farmers do not favour this animal because they are very destructive to crops. Boars are now rapidly invading command area of Indira Gandhi Nahar Pariyojna (IGNP) in the Thar (Prakash, 1994) . The Blue Bull Boselaphus tragocamelus flourishing in the plains of Rajasthan is now rapidly migrating in IGNP area and is also becoming a serious menace to crops. It moves in herds of four to 10 or even more individuals (Prakash, 1995) . Cervus unicolor is mainly concentrated in the dense forest areas in southern parts of the state. Both Common Mangoose (Herpestes edwardsi) and Small Indian Mangoose (Herpestes auropunctatus) are still found abundantly in the fields. Herpestes smithi is present in wooded areas of Rajasthan especially in the forests of Nahargarh, Jamwa, Ramgarh, Siriska and Ranthambhore.
Rare mammals
As per 1901 record, the total tiger population in the state was 3500, now it is reduced to 66. Once "Nahari ka Naka" -a water hole in Nahargarh, Jaipur was a home to tigers and other large cats (Joshi, 1984) . It is now restricted to the dense deciduous forest of Sariska (Alwar), Ranthambhore, Karauli and Bundi. The population of Jungle Cat Felis chaus has also declined considerably as compared to the past (Table 2) . Caracal once commonly found near Jaipur is now extremely rare (Sankhala, 1979) . Melursus ursinus (Sloth Bear) once found most commonly in the wooded part of Rajasthan is now confined to Ranthambhore, Karauli, Kumbhalgarh, Mt. Abu and Phulwari Wildlife Sanctuary. It is also present in Kota region. Manis crassicaudata (Ant Eater) distributed widely earlier is now rare. During 1996, one specimen was caught in Kalkana Village near Nasirabad in Ajmer District (Sharma, 1995) . On 23-24 April 1986 three wild dogs (Cuon alpinus) were seen in Sariska (Divyabhanusingh,1986) . Perhaps this species is now no more in Sariska, though very much present in Ranthambhore.
Recently reported mammals
This category includes five mammals. Prionailurus rubiginosus is reported only from Udaipur and Sariska, while Prionailurus viverrinus from Alwar, Bharatpur, Pali and Udaipur. Petaurista petaurista philipinus is known only from Sitamata Sanctuary and Moschiola meminna from southern Rajasthan. A small population of Gangetic Dolphins Platanista gangetica is present in Chambal River in Karauli region of Rajasthan (Singh & Sharma, 1985) .
Locally extinct mammals
Axis porcinus, once reported from Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur, is not recorded from the area in the recent past (Saxena, 1975 Table 2 . Rare mammals of Rajasthan
